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Liz Let’s just bring the spirit into our presence today—as though he, she, it is not 
here. This is my little prayer candle. 

Lord, you know what we need, you know what the world needs. You know who 
John is, even if not everybody had all the pieces, but bring him forth today for 
whatever Larry needs and Priscilla needs for the history of John Fetzer’s spiritual 
journey. 

Larry Do you prefer to be called Sister Elizabeth or Sister Liz? 

Liz Elizabeth is fine. How about I call you Larry, and you (Tom), call me Elizabeth? 
Larry Okay. 

Liz I’m fine with that. 

Larry I’d like to start by asking you a few questions concerning your transcript that you 
did with Phil Mason. 

Tom Can I start for just a second? 

Larry Sure, absolutely. 

Tom To put a little preface on it, I’m a Trustee of the Fetzer Memorial Trust, which is 
not the Fetzer Institute Board of Trustees, but was a separate Trust that John set 
up when he died, more or less to keep his legacy alive. That’s the intention of it. 
At this point, knowing that these oral histories have been done in the mid- to late- 
90’s, I went back and took a look at them, and Larry, too. 

We realized that for the most part, most of these oral histories that Phil did 
focused on the Institute in the 80’s, but not John’s spiritual journey. We’re going 
back and re-interviewing some people, and finding new people; we’re trying to 
get all we can get at this late date from people who knew John, and particularly 
who knew him regarding his spiritual journey. We are getting as much direct 
testimony as we can from people in their direct association with John. We’re 
piecing it all together, cross-referencing it with letters, and Rhea’s diary, as best 
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we can, to get dates and all that. From what I gather from Larry and Priscilla, 
yours was one of the oral histories from Phil that probably focused— 

Larry One more of his spiritual— 

Liz Now, I’ll probably cry, because I know I was. 

Tom But most of them didn’t. Most of them did not. Mine kind of did, too; I had 

assumed that everybody’s had, but I was surprised when the other ones did not. 

So even if there’s overlap, even if there’s fuzzy memory, we don’t care—none of 
us have exact memories. Heck, I thought I started living with John in ’85 and it 
was actually in ’86, so none of us have good memories anymore. 

Larry It varies, but the human memory is not like a file cabinet where you put 
something in and— 

Liz I do trust. I really do trust. If I cry it’s because I think he did share a lot with you, 
Tom; but one of the things that I’ve realized with John is he gave everybody a 
little different piece of himself, and I don’t think he ever felt safe to give the 
whole of himself to anybody. That was my perception, especially after his wife 
died. I’m not sure where she was in all of it, because she was moving into senility 
when she was still living at the home, and he was having caretakers come in. I 
think I joined him probably around 1974 or ’75. 

Larry That’s what you said to Phil. 

Liz That was when I was teaching the Silva [Mind Control] course and had just come 
back from Laredo in training there. John had not taken it, but most of his Board 
had taken the Silva course, which is a very spiritual course the way I teach it. 

Larry They took it from Kurt Butters, is that right? 

Liz No, they took it from me. 

Larry Oh really? 

Liz Some of the Board took it from Kurt. John and Carolyn and Chuck Spence took it 
from me. 

Larry At the same time? 

Liz No, no, it had to be three years later. 

Larry Oh, really? 

Liz Because I was in training. 
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Larry So this is about 1977? 

Liz No, 1974. 

Larry Oh, I see. 

Liz ’74, ’75. They took it earlier. The Board—some of the Board, Margaret Zolen, 
Frank Henry. I don’t know if Jim Gordon ever took it, but John was involved. 
When I joined him he had just stopped working with the first psychic he was 
working with, who was from Canada. (Ed. Note: Dates are not rock-solid in this 
interview, because John Fetzer dropped Killick in around ’81, and the “Fetzer 
Board” that Sister Liz refers to is the Monday Might group that started around 
’80). 

Larry Killick, Ken Killick. 

Liz Ken. One of our Sisters, a dear friend of mine who was supposed to go with me to 
Laredo, but then ended up being interviewed by Upjohn for a job, so she didn’t 
get there. Of course, you know James Keating, right? You’ve already met Jim 
Keating? (Ed. Note: the ’74 date Sister Liz mentions may have been when she 
met Keating, who was teaching at Nazareth, and who took Silva there (but from 
Kurt Butters, not from Sister Liz), around that time. Jose Silva brought Silva 
Mind Control to Nazareth in the early 70’s.) 

Larry Oh yes, yes. 

Liz Did he give you a copy of his proposal? 

Larry Proposal, yes he did. 

Liz He was working on that through Nazareth College, and I was teaching at Nazareth 
College in the 70’s, early 70’s. 

PM What else were you teaching? 

Liz I was the Religious Ed director and teacher education director for the Kalamazoo 
Diocese for 63 churches, and I was training people. I had three priests I had 
trained to teach alongside me; they were priests but not teachers, so I trained them 
to be teachers. I had come from Detroit and I’d worked at UOD (Ed. Note: 
University of Detroit) with their teachers as a training teacher, and had around 
eight churches there. Our president asked me to come here. 

PM Were you in all the schools or just Nazareth College? 
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Liz I was an adjunct professor for Nazareth; I was in all the schools contracted, and 
part of the staff. There were seven on the staff. The Marist brothers had the adult 
education. Sister Dolores Beste had the schools, Sister Frances Mendel, Sister 
Frances Mendel had the Religious Ed director, and I was teacher education 
director. This was all for the Diocese. I went and met with the teachers and the 
pastors, and I taught. I was the one that they hired because I was teaching Biblical 
studies in Detroit at the time. I was teaching Old and New Testament: Master’s 
degree through the University of Detroit and studying in Israel at the same time. 

It was mostly teaching that I came to do, and eventually became a counselor and a 
spiritual director. In ’78, ’79, in the high school, I was a counselor and a teacher 
in high school for scripture. 

Tom How in the world did a nun get interested in Silva Mind Control and metaphysical 
pursuits? 

Liz How can you not if you read the Bible? I went all over the country, and I taught in 
the Philippines. I taught in Hawaii and in Guam. I taught Silva graduates 
scripture. I did a class called ESP in the Bible. 

PM This doesn’t surprise me. 

Liz Oh no, there was so much. That’s one of the reasons I’m at the Diocese, because 
the fundamental literal Bible people would ask the question you asked. 

Larry Were they within the Catholic church? 

Liz They were in all churches. I was being followed around and taped. 

Larry I read how you decided not to renew your contract because of those people, but 
was that basically coming from people within the Catholic church? 

Liz Both Catholic and— 

Larry Evangelical? 

Liz Yes. But the Catholics knew me best. I taught at every church. I had 50, 60 
students for five years. I taught twice a year six week classes. 

Tom My question is, when did your own metaphysical interests begin? 

Liz When I was bom, and I’m serious. 

Tom As a child. 

Liz My father was originally a Lutheran and we read the Bible every day. 
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Tom But this non-traditional, the more New Age non-traditional, what would be 
considered non-traditional, the more spiritual—were you having spiritual 
experiences as a child? 

Liz One of the things that I think a lot of people don’t realize is that the evolutionary 
process of the human being has moved always from the mental to the physical to 
the spiritual to the mystical. You can follow it in history. I taught world religions. 
Every world religion teaches that. The Sufis do, and they’re condemned by 
Muslims. 

Tom But it’s a minority that finds themselves interested in it; I’m the same way. I 

realized I was also in a small minority, even as a child, and most people didn’t see 
the world like I did. I grew up a Christian Scientist, so even other Christian 
Scientists didn’t see the world like I did. Did you grow up seeing the world this 
particular way? 

Liz Probably the world that I lived in saw it that way. I was in a small world. I was in 
a Catholic school for 12 years with people for whom the mystics were not 
unusual. I think probably my first determination was to pursue not just Silva, but 
anything that I could learn. Silva was one of about 20 things I was doing at that 
time. 

Tom What else? 

Liz I went to a workshop on the art of listening by Lather Charles Kirwan at Loyola 
University. Lather Kirwan taught spiritual directors and counselors how to listen 
to people for understanding. The only person I have ever met in this world today 
that can do that well is Oprah Winfrey. She makes no judgment. She just wants to 
understand, and she accepts the truth of everybody. That was in 1969, ’70 that I 
took that course. I was in Detroit and he was superb and he was so good. 

If you were going to say what started me on it, I followed him around for ten 
years, studied with him, worked with him. 


Every time he had a class anywhere in the country, he’d call me and say, “Would 
you facilitate it for me?” I followed him everywhere. I just took off, because I had 
my own schedule at the Diocese and I went everywhere with him to listen and 
listen and listen. 

I’m working right now on a book with Penny Kelly. You probably know Penny. 
She’s my editor for it on the Art of Listening or the Gift of a Listening Heart. 
There’s no way you can do that kind of a class and not see the Biblical 
implications of Jesus. It’s always, how did Jesus meet people? What did Jesus do? 
That’s what I was raised on. We read the Bible every day. When I was in my 
mother’s womb, I had the Bible read; everything for me was the desire to know, 
to grow, and to understand. 
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Tom You realize you’re a very small minority. 

Liz Oh, I know that. 

Tom So what’s the difference? What separated you? 

Liz Grace of God. 

Tom I know, but your experience— 

Liz I can’t say anything else. It’s a mystery. 

Larry Did it help you, your father being Lutheran and your mother being Catholic? 

Liz My father became a Catholic, by listening and studying the history of the 
Lutheran church, which is what I did for my Master’s degree. 

Larry So you had both though. 

Liz I had both. I had Lutheran cousins. We went to everything for them. I had no 

problem going to the churches and the weddings. No, and my mother was an Irish 
Catholic. Irish Catholics are open to— 

Larry Yeah, did you listen to Paul Meyer’s father on the radio, the Lutheran Hour? 

Liz No. 

Larry You know Paul Meyer? 

Liz I do know Paul Meyer. I met him, on one of the trips I went to Israel we met him. 

Tom Well, I’m guessing that you must have had inner experiences as a child. 

Liz Oh, I did, I absolutely did. I was working in the public library when I was in high 
school and I’d always loved the Sisters. I was part of the Vocation Club, and I 
was just putting the books away. That was probably my first experience. Often in 
the chapel, in a church. We had a marvelous church that was built when I was in 
ninth and tenth grade. I was working in the public library, and I just heard the 
Lord say, “I’s time for you to go.” I called from the public library one of the 
Sisters I had for home room, and I said, “I need to talk to you.” And she stayed 
up. I left and walked over to the convent from the library, nine at night, when I 
finished working, and said, “I think I’m ready to go.” I was in the Vocation Club 
at the time. 

Larry You were 16 at the time, right? 


© 2018 The John E. Fetzer Memorial Trust, Inc. 


6 



Liz I was 16, was on my way to the 11 th grade, and I just heard him say, “It’s time to 
go.” And she said, “Well, there are already three people going, so this would be a 
good time to go.” 

Larry You came up there to Kalamazoo then? 

Liz Yes. 

Larry And finished high school. 

Liz I heard that voice so clearly. 

Larry Oh, it was an actual voice. 

Liz An inner call. If you’ve read anything about Caroline Myss, and I’m sure you may 
have, have you read her two most recent books? 

Tom No. 

Liz You’ve got to read them, Tom, got to read them. First one is Entering the Castle, 
second one is Defy Gravity. She’s another John Fetzer. Jose Silva was a good 
friend of mine. I studied with him for ten years, the Silva Mind Control instructor, 
and began listening to his spiritual life. 

Larry In Kalamazoo? 

Liz Laredo, Texas. 

Larry Okay, he did come to Kalamazoo though, didn’t he? 

Liz Oh yes, many times. At Nazareth College, we sponsored those classes. 

Larry Okay. 

Tom In the 70’s. 

Liz Inthe70’s. 

Tom Because I think Jim Keating said he took class, or part of one, from Jose Silva, I 
believe. 

Liz He took the masters class from Jose. He might have taken Kurt Butters to start 
with. 
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Larry In 1974, John Fetzer had somehow heard about your activities with Silva and 
wanted to meet you. How would he have heard about that? Was this because of 
some of this anti— 

Liz No, no, because they had nothing to do with what was going on in my church and 
I never said anything about it. That was nobody’s business, and I didn’t have any 
evidence. It was mostly what I was feeling. I just knew it was time for me. 

Larry He had somehow found out and wanted to— 

Liz He knew because his Board had taken the Silva course. 

Larry Oh, I get it. 

Tom When you say his Board, do you mean what is referred to as the Monday night 
group? 

Liz Yes, yes. That was Margaret Zolen, Frank Henry. They were the two that pushed 
hardest for him. “You’ve got to meet Elizabeth, you’ve got to meet Elizabeth.” 

PM What Board are you referring to? 

Liz The Advisory Board— 

PM For the initial— 

Liz For the initial Advisory Board. 

Tom Mike Gergely. 

Liz The Monday night group. 

Tom Mike Gergely, Carolyn Daily, Frank Henry, and Margaret Zolen, yourself. 

Liz Myself, Chuck Spence. 

Tom Chuck Spence, then Cleora Dailey came in. 

Liz Cleora Dailey was there about the same time I was there. Bruce came—I don’t 
think Bruce was there a week when I had met—no, I was there with John before, 
because I don’t think Bruce came until after John took the Silva course. 

Tom Right. 

Liz I met Bruce at one of John’s birthday parties... and Bruce is Bruce. 
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Tom He’s changed a lot. 

Liz I know he has. I love Bruce. I’ve always loved him, and I had to protect Bruce 

from John. John was so embarrassed. Bruce says to me, “Are you a Christian?” I 
said, “Of course, I am.” “Well, don’t you take the great commandment, the 
great”—what is it in Matthew? “Go and teach all nations baptizing them.” I said, 
“I believe it totally.” 

PM I’m sure you handled him well, because he was a Lutheran and you already had 
all of that background. 

Tom He was a Baptist. 

Liz Well, I also taught high school too. 

PM His mother was a Lutheran, so she knew the whole thing about it. 

Liz Plus I had taught high school for 15 years. 

PM So you knew. 

Liz I just listened and I kind of smiled. I called John later and said, “John, relax. He’s 

growing into this. Just stay faithful to him. Understand where people are at, and 
don’t expect them to be what they’re not.” Hell, I love Bruce. He’s good—the 
only son that really was faithful to John, and with all the struggle he had. The 
Institute was not nice to Bruce a lot of times, many people in the Institute. 

PM No. 

Tom He didn’t make it easy for people to be nice to him. 

Larry He had a hard time at the radio station, too. Could I just get something straight 
here in my mind? Kurt Butters, he taught Silva to Frank Henry and his wife 
Margaret Zolen. 

Larry You know, you also talked about the fact that John Fetzer’s life and his search 
was influenced, number one, by his seeing Jesus as a child, and number two, the 
psychic influences. Did he ever tell you exactly what happened when he saw 
Jesus? 

Liz The vaguest I can remember is that he was going out of his house and he saw 
Jesus coming toward him. 

Larry Really? 

Liz When he told me, it felt like it was an experience outside, but I can’t swear, Larry. 
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Larry There are a couple of different versions that we’ve gotten from other people. One 
was that he had a dream, and he looked up and Jesus was pulling him up an 
elevator shaft, getting him away from danger. 

Liz Have you ever read John’s books? 

Larry Yes, yes. 

Liz That was one of the first gifts he gave me, and I read all of them. Maybe this 

would also help. John was in radio. So was my father. My father had five girls. 

He taught us all to make radios, crystal sets and the little boxes; I can see myself 
in my bedroom in Ferndale with this wire going down. I’d say, “Daddy, where did 
that sound come from?” He’d say, “The energy of God.” How can I not know 
Silva? How can I not know scripture? 

Larry I had one when I was a kid, hooked it up to the bedstead. 

Liz I was six years old, seven years old, and my dad was making a radio where you’re 
picking up sound that doesn’t exist. Invisibility. You ask about when was my first 
experience? My crystal set. You start putting it together, because my dad did. He 
lost his job in the bank during the depression. My mother said, “Your father 
thought he knew everything because when he was 19 he’d lost his job. He’d 
already applied to do an electronics course to learn how to do all this electrical 
stuff. 

He couldn’t pay the bills, so he was taken to court for the cost by a teacher suing 
him. My dad went in, and the judge said, “Where’s your lawyer?” My dad said, 

“I don’t have a lawyer.” He said, “Well you’ve got to get a lawyer.” He said, “If I 
had money to pay a lawyer, I could pay this man. I don’t have—I’ve studied the 
law. I am my own lawyer.” And he won the case. Remember that’s 19 years old, 
and my mother said he thought he could do anything. And he could . He could do 
just about anything. He could fix anything, but the radio was the place where I 
started hearing something that had no visibility. 

PM So that gave you the time with John. 

Tom You understand perfectly, because if John were sitting here right now, my strong 
opinion and guess would be that that’s exactly what he would have said about his 
own— 

Larry His beginnings. 

Liz We talked about that a lot, Tom. We talked about my father and my father’s 

spiritual life. We talked about the radio and its exquisite introduction to ‘nothing 
that shows.’ That’s what Caroline Myss’ book is about. It’s called Defy Gravity. 
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She worked for 20 years with Norman Shealy as an intuitive, medical intuitive. 
And she said it was all mental, and she never talked about prayer. 

Then she had an experience of Teresa of Avila saying, “Follow me, my daughter.” 
That’s exactly what I heard, and that’s what John would hear in everything he did. 

Tom Was it Teresa of Avila that spoke to you? Do you know who spoke to you? 

Liz No, it wasn’t Teresa. It was the Holy Spirit, my gosh. The Holy Spirit—our 
whole family has great, great dedication to the Holy Spirit, great dedication. 

Larry Concerning that Monday night group, we’ve gotten a couple of different versions 
of what went on there. What you told Phil was, there seemed to be a standard 
agenda that would be followed. John would be in charge. But then you would start 
with maybe an hour, you said, of prayer. What kind of—would that be— 

Liz We used the Course in Miracles. 

Larry Okay. 

Liz We would read a section from A Course in Miracles. We started with the Teacher 
Manual, of the course, which was marvelous. John loved having me there. I’d say 
I studied A Course in Miracles when it first came out, when I was in Texas and a 
friend of mine was teaching me in Texas. 

PM Where you down in Laredo? 

Liz I was in Laredo, and I had a friend I met, a young man there. I said, “What are 

you doing?” He said, “I teach numerology.” I said, “Great, I’d love to leam about 
it. Teach me.” He said, “Do you want me to do your chart?” I said, “Sure, what do 
you charge?” He said, “20 bucks.” He tells me to this day (he’s channeling now 
another spirit right now and he keeps me informed on that), he said, “You were 
my first customer.” I never ask people to do something, and I don’t say, “What 
can I exchange.” 

Tom What’s his name? 

Liz His name is Mike Hersey. 

Tom And where does he— 

Liz Mary Grace has him come here at least twice a year, mostly in the summer. 

Tom To do what? 

Liz To do channeling for us. 
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Tom So you guys are still doing that goofy stuff here? (laughing) 

Liz I’m not doing it. I’m listening to people who are doing it. 

Tom Who’s Mary Grace? 

Liz Mary Grace is his cousin. 

Tom She’s a nun? 

Liz No, she’s in Kalamazoo. 

Tom Oh, I see. 

Liz She lives in Kalamazoo. She has a psychic group. She brings him up in the 
summer and he does readings. 

Tom I recognized the name. 

Liz Oh, yes, Mary Grace is a strong proponent of the psychic. I don’t do that 

anymore. Caroline Myss, I loved her two most recent books, one in 2007 and one 
in 2009, or ten, on the movement from the mental to the spiritual, to the mystical. 
If you follow evolutionary processes, and the reptilian brain, if you’ve done any 
kind of mind study, you know that whole process moving from flight-fight into 
the mental rationality, which is where we’re stuck in in this country. 

More and more people are recognizing that the next stage is moving into the 
mystical. Caroline Myss is doing that now. She said she’d resisted, resisted, 
resisted, and her roots are Catholic; she went to Catholic schools, high school, 
college, all the way through. Her strongest supporters are the Sisters that she went 
to school with; but she never felt a need to move into that area, until Teresa of 
Avila spoke, and that’s what happens. Where I’m at right now is, there are other 
dimensions here right now. 

PM Would you and John talk about that, too? 

Liz Yes, we did. 

PM How did he feel about that? 

Liz He knew they were. He brought George Meeks. Did you ever hear about George 
Meeks? Oh ho, ho. That was the most hysterical meeting that we’ve ever had. 

Tom You met him? 

Liz Oh, absolutely. 
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Larry He had that apparatus that would measure— 

Liz He had a tape recorder of a spirit who had died, and a measurement. He did a lot 
of the dowsing. Now George didn’t do that, but George had been going from town 
to town, city to city, asking the media to be part of the meetings. He said, “Galileo 
and Newton, all those guys, didn’t present their teachings until they had evidence, 
and then nobody believed them.” He said, “We’ve got to get people ready for this 
other dimension.” 

That was John’s legacy. He didn’t care what happened to him, how people saw 
him, having enough finances to keep himself going no matter what anybody did to 
him. He knew, I think, he trusted that that was what he needed to do, and have it 
built in such a way it would go on and on. 

Tom Did you use the phone? Did he demonstrate the phone for you guys? 

Liz Yes. 

Tom Was he using it or were all of you guys using it? 

Liz No, we were not using it. George Meeks was using it. But George Meeks said he 
needed a psychic’s energy to be there for the equipment to have enough intense 
energy, and that’s true today for healing. There’s an alternate place of healing that 
Penny Kelly has gone to and studied. All the healers come in and they pray, and 
within three hours, three minutes, three days, the energy of those laying on hands 
is intense enough to transform. 

That’s what happens in my office. The energy in this office is from my prayer 
life, in my commitment and trust, absolute confidence that God is at work in here. 
People, they’re healed. I don’t hang onto people. I introduce them to the power, 
and the power takes care of that. I don’t care what name you give it. 

Tom So Meeks had the phone. Was it in John’s office, or where did you— 

Liz It was in whatever office we were in. We started in John’s office, and then we 
moved to, what’s that place on Walnut Street? 

Tom How did the phone work? 

Liz The Skyrise (office building). I don’t remember, Tom. 

Larry I thought he had a tape recording of it. 

Liz It was a tape recorder. It wasn’t a phone. It was a tape recorder (Ed. Note: This 
was a recording of what came through Meek’s ‘astral phone’.). He had a little 
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booklet of what the man said, and we followed the tape recorder and the booklet. 
George gave us the history of the man’s life before he died. He had newspaper 
articles that he put on big spreadsheets, and put them around the room within 
Skyrise, and he showed how people would receive what George brought to the 
towns. One of the things that George said was, “I don’t care if they laugh at me. I 
don’t care what they do. I’m preparing, and there will be people.” Well, this is 
what the Acts of the Apostles is. 

PM Did John bring George here or— 

Liz Yes, John brought— 

Tom Fetzer funded one of their early funding projects. But then they decided that you 
needed a psychic to operate the apparatus. Do you know what was the apparatus 
was? 

Liz All that George had was the tape recorder with the little booklet. He didn’t have a 
phone, and when you kept saying phone it didn’t feel right. 

Tom Ah. That’s what they called it at Fetzer, a phone to the astral plane. 

Liz That’s what George used to tape the audio tape that he brought and played for us. 
Thank you for clarifying that, because when you said phone, it wasn’t— 

Larry Joey Jochmans had some sort of an instrument that would measure power. 

Liz Yes, he wanted to measure the energy in the Holy Land and I had been taking lots 
of trips to the Holy Land; so I went with Joey Jochmans on one of his groups to 
the Holy Land. Then he went on to Egypt, and I stayed in the Holy Land and 
picked up another group later. He went on to Egypt, and that was Jim Gordon’s 
connection with Joey Jochmans. Jim connected me with Joey and my story of 
that. 

I’ve never, never put this in writing for the Sisters, but I need to before I go— 
talking about legacy. We have a reliquary chapel, and the energy in that reliquary 
chapel is very, very strong. I had the Fetzer Institute here for the weekend. John, 
and Jim Gordon; Joey wasn’t there, but the whole Institute came. (Ed. Note: This 
was the Monday Night Group; it was for Liz’s Listening Workshop.). Gergely 
was there, taught the listening course to the group here for three days. While we 
were here, Jim Gordon was in the dining room. 

He said to me, “What’s that building out that window?” I said, “That’s our 
chapel.” He said, “There’s a vortex of energy in that chapel that’s enormous.” Of 
course, my thinking as this Roman Catholic nun was, the Eucharist. I said, “Well, 
let me take you there,” because Jim could feel the energy, he could see some of 
the energy. So we went. I went down the center aisle of our chapel, which is 
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gorgeous. We have a chapel that’s gorgeous, and I went toward the altar, and he 
said, “It’s over to the left.” 

I went behind the altar, which is where our reliquary chapel is, and up the holy 
stairs. We have holy stairs, with relics from the Holy Land, land and trees. Jim 
said, “There’s a vortex of energy right here,” and it was where the statue of Mary, 
the weeping Mary with Jesus on the cross, was there. He stood there, and he said, 
“This is an ancient sacred spot from the Native Americans right here.” Then he 
went up the stairs and he said, “Whoever built this chapel knew—they were 
psychic when they built this.” 

Then he pointed to the corner and he said, “There is an energy over in that corner 
(of the reliquary chapel). It is in a big monstrance, and it goes right out the door 
outside. It’s so huge.” I said, “Well, let’s go see what relic it is.” We went over, 
and it was a relic of the true cross—and I wasn’t surprised. 

I have a relic of St. Anthony that my sister got when she went to Rome, and 
there’s an energy. There’s not a superstition for me. It’s an energy that you can 
pick up. People will hold something and tell you the story of the person who held 
that. I believe those things can happen, and I don’t trust everyone because I know 
there are some pretty darn good fakes. 

Larry Charlatans, yes. 

Liz Whenever I talked to John about Jim Gordon, because Ken was not healthy for 
John. I think you know that - 

Tom Actually, when Jim was here for that listening class, he wrote John a letter soon 
after; what he explained in the letter was that while he was here, during that 
weekend or whatever it was, he was doing inner battle with ‘someone’ ... I took it 
to be Ken Killick. 

Liz Ken Killick was so bad. 

Tom I think that was probably the last straw for John with Ken, and I never met Ken. 

Liz I kept saying, Jim Gordon’s the real thing. I told John that. Jim Gordon, he’s 
humble, he’s just incredible. Jim Gordon is incredible, and as much as John 
wanted to pay Jim Gordon’s way, Jim kept saying, “No, no. I know where I 
belong.” (Ed. Note: In fact, Sister Liz doesn’t know that by 1986 or ‘87 John had 
given Jim Gordon’s Inner Light Ministries $3 million dollars, and Jim had been 
actively involved in lobbying and negotiating for that with Glen Olds at the 
Institute.) 

Jim wasn’t playing with him, and Ken played with him. I remember our Sister 
Eugene, who was our treasurer, said to me when John wanted to meet Eugene. 
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Sister Eugene’s an incredible woman. She was one who did a lot of the work here. 
She was our treasurer for 50 years, and a genius, on 24 bank boards. She could do 
anything. The first thing she said to me was, “If you’re going to be connected to 
John Fetzer, ask him for nothing. Rich people never know who their friends are.” 

Larry Particularly John. He didn’t like that. 

Tom He was hypersensitive to that. 

Liz And it was too often used. 

Tom Yes, I saw that all the time. “Nobody wanted much, just $10,000,” or something. 

Liz Oh, yes. The only thing I ever asked him was, I said to him, “John I need a tape 
recorder, and I know you have people running around with tape recorders. Tell 
me the best tape recorder to buy.” That’s all I asked him, I said, “Because I don’t 
know equipment. You do. You use it all the time.” The next thing I knew, he gave 
me one. I said, “John, I could buy this,” but he said, “Well, it’s nothing. I give 
them to all the reporters.” That’s the only thing. The other thing he gave me were 
his family books, his history books. I didn’t really need anything. I don’t want 
anything. What will I do with it? But there weren’t too many people in John’s life, 
and Jim was like that and his soul was like that. 

Tom Tell us all you can remember about that weekend with the listening class. 

Liz After Jim saw the relic and we talked about that, he said to me, “I want to bring 
Joey Jochmans here.” That’s with the (dowsing) equipment that Joey had. He 
said, “He needs to measure this.” I said, “You tell me when, and I’ll save him a 
guest room.” So he brought Joey, probably within the year. I don’t know time- 
wise. Joey came, with all of his instruments. This was before I went with him to 
Israel. Joey walked up those holy stairs with his little Geiger counter. 

Larry Would it emit a noise like a— 

Liz No, it moved. 

Larry Oh, okay. 

Liz We did it on our knees. He would go on one step and it would go one direction. 
Then he would go on the next step and it would go the other direction. 

Tom So were there two or one? Was it one— 

Liz He had one and it moved. It was like -1 can’t describe it. I just know that it 
moved. 
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Tom Because I picture two dowsing sticks. 

Larry It wasn’t a dowsing— 

Liz It wasn’t a dowsing stick. No, it was an instrument. 

Larry Electronic instrument. 

Liz It was an electronic instrument like an EKG. Or, we had those in the Silva course, 
and I used that a lot of times to measure people’s speed and relaxation when I was 
teaching the relaxation course. I could slow it down within two minutes and 
everybody else was going. 

Anyway, Joey went up, and six stairs from the top it went both directions. The 
next six stairs to the top, it stood absolutely still. I’ve told that story many times to 
the Sisters when they see the reliquary chapel. I said, “It’s a precious place.” 

PM What did that mean by staying still and moving? 

Liz It didn’t move either direction. 

PM What did it mean when it was moving? I mean— 

Liz I have no idea. I never really asked Joey. 

PM He never interpreted or— 

Liz No, I didn’t ask for an interpretation. The way I read it was the vortex was 

centered. That’s how I interpreted it. That’s the center of the vortex. Then when 
we went to Israel, he did the same thing. He took that equipment with him to 
Israel. Do you need to turn that over? 

Larry In just a minute. He was also into crystals, right? 

Liz Yes, John? 

Larry Well, Joey and John of course, both. Is Joey the one who buried crystals at the site 
of the Institute? 

Liz No, that was Jim (Ed. Note: This is speculation on Sister Liz’s part.) 

Larry Oh, Jim Gordon. 

Liz Jim did it. 
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Larry Oh, I see, okay. Yes, could you talk about John’s interest in crystals, what you 
know? 

Liz Again, energy is all I can say. Different gems, different crystal gems have a 

different tuning of energy. I know that having myself been studying the energy of 
crystals a little, not a lot but a little. There are certain stones that resonate with 
certain people. That was one of the things that John was doing that I trusted, but 
didn’t have a passion for. 

Larry You know, there’s a large crystal out there now that several people have seen the 
face of Jesus in by looking into it. Did John ever talk about that? 

Liz No, not that I have heard him, no. 

PM When you were meeting with him for two and a half hours a week, we were 
reading that in the previous one with Dr. Mason— 

Larry Giving him the Silva course. 

PM Was it all giving him the Silva course or were you— 

Liz I went to his office every Thursday. 

PM Okay, that’s what I’m wondering about. 

Liz I taught the Silva course the way I would teach a group. 

PM But you did it individually with him? 

Liz I did it with him and Carolyn [Daily] and Chuck Spence. The three of them. 

Larry Right. 

PM That would be for the two and a half hours a week? 

Liz No, that was different. That was different than the Monday night group. That was 
totally—nobody in that group—that group had already taken it. John wanted it 
just with himself, his secretary, and Chuck Spence, his assistant. 

PM So that’s what you did on Thursdays with him, was the Silva Mind Control 
group? 

Liz Yes, yes. 

Tom How did John do with that? Can you talk— 
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Liz He did fine with that. When it was time to do—did you ever take the Silva 
course? 

Tom Oh yes, ’73 or ’74, in Long Beach. 

Liz Okay. 

Tom Long Beach, California. 

Liz When you do the health cases, I didn’t do the health cases with John. By that time 
John was not well. I won’t say he wasn’t well. He was more involved with selling 
his material, and burying his wife. (Ed. Note: Sister Liz is confusing dates; Rhea 
didn’t die until 1988; this teaching of Silva was circa 1980). I said to him, “John, 
when you get the Institute pretty much started, let’s see what we do.” Then finally 
I just said to him, “You know John, I don’t think you need a health case. I think 
you’ve seen enough of Jesus and you’ve done enough with some of the psychics.” 
I’d read his family book and some of the seances. I said, “It’s all the same 
experience of another dimension, and you’re there. You’re there already.” So I 
didn’t do the health cases with him. 

PM When you were on the Advisory Board (Ed. Note: Monday Night Group), how 
long were you on the Board with him and what was your involvement with that? 

Liz Every week. 

PM Every week. 

Liz Every single week. 

PM Then how long did you stay on it? 

Liz From ’74 until he went to Hawaii (Ed. Note: The Monday night group started 

circa ’80, and this is when the weekly meetings began; although Sister Liz most 
likely met John circa ’74.). What year was that, Tom? 

Tom He went to Hawaii in late ’90, November ’90. 

PM And you decided to resign or they changed the Board or— 

Liz This was only the Monday night group. 

PM Oh, you weren’t part of— 

Liz He called it the Advisory Board. 

Larry Oh, did he? 
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PM Oh, I see. 

Liz That’s what he called us, and it was his only family. We spent Thanksgiving with 
him. We decorated his house for Christmas. We played games and gave gifts. I 
remember— 

PM But you really didn’t advise on the Institute at all as far as— 

Liz We were a support group for John. Whole different ball game. No, he had bits of 
his life that he separated from people very carefully and very deliberately, and I 
know you’re getting that from everybody you speak to. 

PM Oh yes, absolutely. 

Liz We were the safe family, especially after Rhea died, that he could be with, he 

could have a family, he could cry with. (Ed. Note: Again, Sister Liz is off-track 
regarding Rhea; the Monday Night group had disbanded by 1985 and Sister had 
little contact with John from then onwards.) He came to my house. I would make 
him Chicken Paprikash and he’d eat with the Sisters. He’d come to Nazareth and 
he’d take me out to Black Swan; it was people he trusted. 

PM But he called it a Board. 

Liz The Advisory Board. He would tell us what he was doing and how he was doing 
it. We just listened, and I would do the listening, and they all learned the listening 
course. Every one of them took the course, so they would just tell him what they 
heard, which is what prayer is. That’s what it was for John. That’s what it was for 
me. 

Tom So the only people you taught Silva to were John, Lynne, and Chuck? 

Liz Oh, I taught the whole Diocese. I taught all the teachers. 

Tom I mean as far as— 

Liz But as far as the Letzer Institute. We would go to the [?] some of the Silva Ultras; 
when Jose came to town, we were there, and I was working with Jose for ten 
years. 

Tom Was John easily able to do the various things because, you know, he claimed to 
not have experiences ... 

Liz John’s very led by his head, not his emotions. Silva changed the name from Mind 
Control to Mind Development later on, mostly to get Christians off his (Jose 
Silva’s) back. Jose did that. And Jose asked me to go different places and teach 
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the ESP in the Bible. The instructors asked me to do that. I was challenged by our 
bishop and his vicar on the Silva course, about it being occult. 

Larry Was this Bishop Donovan? 

Liz Donovan. I was in Israel at the time, when the Bishop had written to our president 
and said to stop. It was a fundamentalist, charismatic prayer group that came to 
the Bishop with a big package of stuff on the Silva course being demonic, and 
they gave it to the Bishop. The Bishop asked one of the priests to have a 
parishioner take the course from me, as a response to the bishop’s concern. So this 
woman took the course. My course was based on the evidence of scientists, of 
educators, because it was being taught in colleges and at Duke University, and of 
the scripture, which I could quote chapter and verse without blinking an eyelash. 

PM Absolutely. 

Liz I met with his vicar. The Bishop told Sister Betty to stop me from teaching, and 
Betty called him and said, “Sister Liz is in Israel right now, and we will talk about 
it when we get home.” 

Larry Good for her. 

Liz She was great. She was the one who asked me to start my own business when I 
resigned. She said, “You know enough Silva. You can teach it. You can make a 
living. We’ll support you for three years and see where it goes.” It’s still going. 
When I came home, she said, “There’s been a study made and it’s concerned 
about the demonic and the occult,” and blah, blah, blah, blah, blah. I probably 
have a copy of that somewhere. Bob Marnino came. The Bishop sent him. He 
was the vicar. He came and sat every single week for about three months, for two 
hours at a time, with Sister Betty, Sister Therese Macintyre, and myself. 

About that same time, one of the Mercy Sisters had been hired to do social 
services in Detroit, and part of it involved abortions and all that stuff. Her bishop 
silenced her and said that she either had to stop doing that work or leave the 
community. Her community said, “Well, what do you want to do?” She said, 

“Well, I don’t want to stop the work. Somebody’s got to do it with a moral 
background; conscience is part of what we vow and do; there are some pastoral 
things that people have to come to themselves.” You know, blah, blah, blah; she 
physically left the community, but never stopped living with the Sisters, and 
continued the job. 

But her dialog with the bishop in Detroit had no witness. When our bishop said, 
“Elizabeth’s got to stop.” She said, “We’re going to dialog but there are going to 
be two witnesses.” I was doing every one of those talks, and I never got defensive, 
because I knew what I was talking about. I brought to Bob Marnino, I brought all 
of the studies that had been made, scientifically, educationally. I had this big 
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package and said, “First of all, before you listen to fundamentalist, literal, Bible 
people, read these and then we’ll talk about it.” 

PM Kalamazoo was still a very, very conservative town in the 70’s. Yes, I grew up 
there. I remember very well how they were, and they would glom onto anything 
and be very close-minded. 

Liz They always looked for a fight. 

PM The worst, the worst. 

Liz They did. They wanted to fight. They came to interview our— 

PM They accentuated the negative. 

Liz Oh my gosh, they kept saying, “Isn’t there some conflict?” No, there’s not. We’re 
built on love. They could never, you know? 

PM I know that John had people at Duke University that worked with him on things. 
Was there a connection there with you and John and the Duke University studies? 

Liz No, I’d only read. I hadn’t gone to Duke University. I only read. During that time 
I was doing more trips to Israel, and studying, and teaching at the college. And I 
really liked Carolyn Myss. I was moving into the mystical, spiritual stuff, where 
there can be dark spirits and true spirits. 

We know enough about the human nature to know that both exist, but I’m not 
afraid to deal with them. I did a lot of dream work at the time. I was teaching 
dream study; people would have nightmares, and I would just say, “Well, you 
know, in the middle of the nightmare, why don’t you say to the person, what do 
you need from me? How can I help you? The energy will change if you do that.” 

PM Did you do that with John, too? 

Liz I didn’t have to do it with John. No, I didn’t have to do that with John. 

Larry Did he talk about dreams with you? 

Liz Most of what we did, we did with the Monday night group; if he did anything 

with me, it would be at our convent and it would be with the Sisters. It would be 
more time for him to just be with the family more than to do any kind of study. 

PM Did he visit the convent often? 

Liz He came to my house where I lived on Gull Road. 
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PM Oh, did he? 

Liz The Kairos house right now, I lived there for six years. 

PM Oh, did you? Okay. 

Liz That was during that time that I was with John. 

PM Okay. 

Tom Did he meet Jose Silva, do you know? 

Liz I don’t think he—I don’t know. Carolyn would know that better than I would. 

Larry You know there are many, many things that John was interested in. I’m going to 
name off a few of these and see if any of them trigger maybe a conversation you 
had with him, or something he said, is that okay? 

Liz Sure. 

Larry Okay, palmistry. 

Liz I studied palm reading, but I don’t know if I ever talked to John about it. 

Larry Okay. 

Liz I don’t know where he was with that. 

Larry This is one of the things that really got Bruce converted into opening his mind. He 
had an experience with a palm reader that told him things that they could not have 
known, and so John evidently was into it also. 

Liz There wasn’t anything John wasn’t open to study. I think that’s why he really 

appreciated myself and the group —because we didn’t judge any of it. It was all, 
“Let’s find as much as we can, and sift the charlatans from the real ones.” 

Larry Spiritualism, communication with the dead. 

Liz I don’t think John committed himself to any one method. Would you say that? 

Tom Right, he was wide open to everything, like you are. 

Liz He honored everybody’s beliefs. 

Tom Did he ever mention Camp Chesterfield in Indiana, that spiritualist camp? 
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Liz No, but I know in his study of the family book he went to all kinds of places. His 
desire was to learn, always to leam. To learn more, to leam more. That’s my 
desire. I don’t want to make a judgment on whether something is right or wrong, 
because I really do think that everything belongs. If you read the mystics, 
darkness, too, belongs. It’s in the darkness that you discover your own truth, but it 
may not be somebody else’s truth. 

It’s inclusive; he had an inclusive spirit, and maybe it was that inclusive spirit of 
his that allowed him to give only the pieces of himself to those people who knew 
that area. When he knew someone who knew more than one area, he would move 
into that. There are a lot of things that my church teaches that I would not die for 
anymore, but I would have when I was 12.1 think that’s what happens when you 
start looking at the universe. If it all comes from the same source, then everything 
is sacred, but just doesn’t belong to your passion. I think John learned a lot from 
Ken Killick of what not to trust so implicitly. Would you say? 

Tom Well, evidently. I didn’t know Ken, hadn’t met him. But what we’ve learned 

about Ken through Jim Keating through some documents, letters and such, that 
Ken wanted to manipulate John, to overtly control his life, tell him how to do 
things like his investments and about his health. There are things that maybe your 
wife would, or you’d have somebody in your life do it, but you wouldn’t have a 
psychic do it. He crossed the line of dealing with John’s spiritual— 

Liz Well, I do discernment with people a lot when they have to make choices. The 
four steps for discernment are show up, pay attention, tell the truth, and have no 
agenda. Those four are required. I’ve listened to people in this office. When they 
show up, they pay attention to what their spirit’s saying—not mine, their spirit; — 
they tell me what they’re hearing in their body, soul, spirit. 

I also teach the Enneagram workshop. I don’t kn ow if you know about that. It’s a 
system of: Where are the centers of your energy? Where do you go in a crisis? 
How can you balance that when you’re under pressure? There are nine primary 
responses in crisis in the Enneagram system. The Sufis were the first ones to use it 
for spiritual direction; the Jesuits picked it up and they taught us in the 70’s, 1971 
they taught us. There are three centers of energy, the head, the heart, and the gut. 
Each person, has a center of energy where they go in stress and crisis, and it’s one 
of those three centers. Each of those three centers has three primary responses; 
when you know your own center and you know your own response, then you 
know how to balance it with another center. 

I teach that, and I teach that with people who want to do discernment. I can watch 
them; if I say to them, “This is what I’m hearing you say. Does it fit? Am I 
hearing you right?” I say what I hear, and I can watch, almost, the energy go down 
to whatever center, whether it’s the head or the heart or the gut. I don’t know but 
they—only a person knows their motives. Enneagram measures your motives, but 
you can tell the center they operate out of. 
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Tom I think for Ken it was just control. When you talk about ulterior motives, we all 
have our motives. But I think it seemed for Ken that he wanted to be a controller. 
Control in and of itself, power, control, that seemed to be the primary, because he 
was interested in controlling John in ways that, who would? 

Liz John didn’t ask him to. John wasn’t asking for it. 

Tom I wouldn’t presume to sit across the table from him and meddle in certain things. 

Liz Tom, that was a very, very profound, good response to this dialog. You’re a good 
listener. I’ll tell you why I say that. You heard his question. You heard me move 
to the Enneagram. You immediately knew the connection. You were listening in a 
much deeper level for that connection and, because you want to know, you want 
to speak your truth in the context of others, and you really wanted to know John. 
He trusted you. Did you know that? 

Tom Oh yes, yes, absolutely. And, of course, he didn’t tell me everything and I wasn’t 
interested in that much, just certain things. I mean, I was there for certain reasons. 

Liz So your only agenda was to serve John’s spiritual needs. 

Tom Spiritual pursuit, yes. 

Larry There seemed to have been a straw that broke the camel’s back with Killick. You 
gave a version that we hadn’t heard from other people and I’m very interested in 
that. You said that he (Ken) told John that Rhea would never recover from her fall 
out in Arizona. Other people have thought that he gave John some bad advice 
concerning the baseball strike that was happening about that time. 

Liz No, it was Rhea. 

Larry It was? 

Liz It was Rhea. 

Larry That’s very interesting. 

Liz That might have been the piece he gave them, but in his heart it was Rhea. 

Larry Oh, it was? 

Liz That’s the first thing I picked up, but I’m a heart person. 

Larry Yes. 
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Liz John operated out of his heart when it came to Rhea. 

Larry Something that’s come out in our research is that the traditional view is that Rhea 
was not interested in any of this esoteric stuff. That’s not so. She was going to 
mediums. She was reading the same kind of books that he was reading. So they 
were kind of like partners. 

Liz They were partners. 

Tom She didn’t take Silva though. 

Liz She probably didn’t. By the time I was here, she was losing her memory, Tom. 
But up until that time, she was getting nursing care in the home when I went to 
John’s office. There would be no reason why she would be able at that time. 

Tom She had taken TM. 

Liz She was another learner. 

PM She was a learner. 

Liz Her heart was in Upjohn’s Center when they were building that. She said, “When 
I’m too sick for you to take care, this is where I want to be.” She really put her 
heart in Upjohn. 

Larry She had a premonition about that, didn’t she? 

Liz Yes. 

Tom What about past lives, Sister Liz? I’m sure that’s on your list. 

Larry Oh yes, reincarnation is. 

Tom Because that’s kind of important. John had this Hall of Records with busts of 
what he thought were his past lives, and so past lives seem to be— 

Liz Have you had an interview yet with Jim Gordon? 

Larry That’s coming up later on this month. 

Liz Well, I think that would be a very, very good question to ask him. Check with Jim 
Gordon. I studied a lot of that, especially when I was in Israel with different 
groups of people. There’d be a conflict in the group, and I’d call Jim, and he’d 
say, “Well, in a past life you blah, blah, blah, blah, blah.” Jose Silva did past lives 
and I studied past lives with Jose. When he did hypnosis, he discovered that you 
could pick up anything from the universe. 
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When I studied for my degree in counseling, we studied all that stuff, too. One of 
the things that I studied was Jung, Carl Jung. He said, and I taught this, the 
difference between personal unconscious and collective unconscious. I had loved 
Jim’s way of picking up stuff, but I also know, and I think you might find Jim is 
at this point now: 

One of the things that I’ve come to is that you can pick up a collective 
unconscious and see a rhythm in that life that fits your own rhythm. I can go to a 
conference, and I can tell somebody the minute I meet them that they have the 
same energy and direction I have. It doesn’t take me long. You stay in that 
dimension long enough, you stay in prayer long enough, you stay in meditation 
long enough, and you start sifting the higher energies. It may not be a particular 
Queen Elizabeth of England, but it has a power in the collective unconscious to 
pick up whatever you need for that time. Have you done any of that stuff? 

Tom Sure, and that makes sense. But did John talk about past lives with you, or with 
the Monday night group? I always thought he had. 

Liz He had. 

Tom Can you share some of that, what you recall? Because people are reticent or they 
don’t recall. 

Liz No, John had. I think this came from Jim. John had a sense of a past life of seven 
people and he had those sculpted pieces made. 

Larry You think it did come from Jim though? 

Liz I think, and I would want Jim to tell you that more than myself. I know I was part 
of some of his lives in that story, and I can see why I was. One of the things I’m 
learning to trust more than the physical world is the mystical world, and that 
there’s no time and space in that world. When you try to pin something down to a 
time and space, you make choices that only have part of the picture I think. 

Larry That’s hard for a historian to hear. 

Liz I know, I know. 

Tom Can you give an example of a past life he thought he had with you that he had 
shared? 

Liz The time is of John of the Cross and Teresa of Avila. 

Tom Can you talk about that past life? What you said, the past life with Saint Teresa 
and John of the Cross. 


© 2018 The John E. Fetzer Memorial Trust, Inc. 


27 



Liz John of the Cross. 

Tom Can you— 

Liz That’s the 15, 16th century. 

Tom What did John share with you about that, or what do you recall? 

Liz I would not be clear enough on any of that to share, not clear enough. 

Tom But John thought he was Saint John of the Cross. 

Liz No, oh no, no, no, no, no (Ed. Note: Saint John of the Cross was one bust in the 
Hall of Records). He would have had John in there. You were there when that 
room was built, that room of memory was built. You saw those seven - which 
were the seven? I used to keep that thing but John got rid of it. 

Tom It was taken down after he died. 

Liz Yes, because it wasn’t essential to his legacy. 

Tom He thought it was. 

PM That’s why he had it built. 

Larry He spent a lot of money on that. 

PM He did. He had all those statues— 

Tom That’s neither here nor there at this point. 

Liz Then maybe that’s more Elizabeth. I guess what I’ve come to in my life is that the 
mystery of the sacred world has no end to it, no end. I think what I loved about 
John is he asked questions about it. He continued to study and went everywhere 
he could to learn and collect, and that’s what his legacy is for me, the collection of 
every experience. I would hope that no one would make any specific “This is 
what ought to be done,” or you’re Ken Killick. 

Tom Let me come back to this question, and this is probably my last one, personally. 
John as a student, talk about John as a student in the Silva course. If we were a 
group of teachers and you were talking about Johnny, this first grader, second 
grader, third grader. How did John do in that course? Can you describe him? You 
said he came from his head, so I know in Silva or any of them some people get in 
and they flow with it, and other people resist or struggle, or they can’t do it. 
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Liz John had such a huge collection of psychic studies when I met him, such a huge 

collection. When I read his two family books, and places he went to find out more 
about his family. He had such a huge collection, that my experience of John in the 
Silva course was to integrate it with all that he had, more than to be specific. 
That’s what he did with A Course in Miracles: He integrated it into the collection 
that he had. I think that was why he struggled so much, because science, and 
education, and psychic people, couldn’t integrate the three major parts of our life. 
He had a really terrific, painful battle with the inability of those three groups to 
honor each other’s discipline and include and integrate it. John could do that, and 
I think I’ll go to my grave saying this one thing. 

Tom In the class when he was going through this with you, was he successful in these 
processes? 

Liz Oh yes, very. 

Tom That’s interesting. 

PM I bet John was a good listener anyway, yes? 

Tom Well, these were psychic exercises in the Silva course. 

Liz My experience with John was more that he accumulated. He didn’t share, so it 
would be hard to say. But I when I read his books and I watched him put the 
Institute together, I just knew. Olds, Dr. Olds. 

Larry Yes, Glenn Olds. 

Liz I taught the listening course to the whole Institute when Olds was president; John 
was trying to get him more in sync with John’s ability to integrate. Olds couldn’t 
do it, could not. In the middle of the course he said to Olds, “The only way we’re 
going to hire you again is if you take a course in listening to people,” and he 
couldn’t do that. Half-way through the course to the whole Institute, he was fired. 
Olds was fired; I think it was one of those points where John had just had it with 
him. I don’t know, because he never talked to me about it, because the listening 
course is a psychic course, too. 

Tom It must be so. Explain that, how so? 

Liz You listen to people’s soul. You listen to their heart, their soul, their mind. You 

tell them what you hear, but they give it to you. People tell you in this office, and 
it depends on where they are psychically, where they are spiritually, where they 
are emotionally, how much they give you. I have people who give me 12 th grade 
answers, 12-year-old answers, and mystic answers; I know exactly where they 
are. I’ve taught every grade from first grade through college and I can tell you 
what grade you’re in by what you answer. 
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Tom What grade would you have given John in that Silva course? And what kind of 
student was he? 

Liz You're good, you’re good. 

Tom You’re skipping away from me, and I don’t mean was he a good student or a bad 
student. 

Liz No, I know what you’re saying. 

Tom What’s the quality of— 

Liz I have to always go back to: John never told anybody everything. I have to go 
back to that. 

Tom This is the struggle with the Monday night group: Mike Gergely, very reticent to 
share, Carolyn Daily, very reticent to share. But what’s going to happen is we’re 
not going to have this stuff, and then 20 years from now people are going to say, 
“Oh, he was just a Presbyterian.” 

Liz But I am very honest with the part that he does share with me, Tom, the parts that 
he has shared with me. 

Tom Yes, I know. 

Liz I know he shared with me about Rhea, and I will say it’s Rhea; I know what he 
shared about Ken, and I know what he shared about Jim, but I will not tell you 
what I don’t know about him. I wasn’t like you. I wasn’t interested. Those 
weren’t the places that I would go on my own private life. 

Tom You were interested in him as a student in your Silva class though, so what kind 
of student was John? 

Liz Integration was what was key to me, and he could do that. He made no judgments 
on any of it. He was a learner. I could tell when people are learners. I don’t want 
anybody that’s not an accumulator. I’ll work with them, but people who are just 
too specific -1 have two sisters whose husbands were fundamental Bible pastors, 
who read every Bible literally. Can you imagine? 

One of my brothers-in-law said, “I’m worried about your soul. You’re in demonic 
studies.’’ Then he said, “You’re not going to be—” and I said, “I love Matthew’s 
Gospel about the Last Judgment, Gary. So I’m working on that right now. When I 
get to the other I’ll let you know.” 

Larry This is such a problem with fundamentalists. 
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Liz Yes, I don’t even try. 

Larry They’re not allowed to search. They just believe and accept. 

Liz My sister, Carol is in -1 can’t talk to her the way that I - all I can do with Carol is 
listen. I just can listen -1 don’t know her language. People say, “What language 
do you speak? I speak Episcopalian. I speak Catholic. I speak Muslim. I’m not too 
good yet, but I’m getting to it. I speak Jewish really, really well. I speak Catholic, 
and I speak fundamental; I know what I speak with my family. 

Larry Baptism, sprinkling and immersion. 

Liz I’ve got one sister, my other sister whose husband is a fundamentalist; they’re all 
baptized in the spirit and they all prayed in tongues, and blah, blah, blah. Well, I 
was baptized in the spirit and I didn’t pray in tongues. I said, “I didn’t pray in 
tongues and the priest prayed over me for the baptism.” He said, “Well did you 
want to?” I said, “Not particularly. I don’t care if I pray in tongues.” I can get a 
translation. He said, “Well, what gifts do you want?” I said, “I want the gifts of 
teaching and healing,” and he said, “Then we’ll pray for that.” So that’s what I do. 
I’m not interested in tongues and miracles. That doesn’t matter to me. I think John 
had an integrated understanding of everything, but he only found the places that 
he shared with me were the spiritual places but not—does that help? 

PM Yes. 

Liz That’s the best thing you can say about John is, it’s not that there’s anything 
particular, but his openness to everything. He found everything precious, 
everybody precious. I see pictures of him with the team, the Tiger team. He could 
speak with them. I love it. I couldn’t do that, but he could. 

Larry I really think that he picked and chose from all these different studies and created 
his own spiritual edifice. 

Liz Yes, he did. 

Larry Which I think almost everybody has to, unless they— 

Liz I would hope they would do it, because— 

PM Or they’re still searching for that. 

Larry Well, it might not have been complete, no. 

Tom He was what I call “a true believer.” He went to the extreme, as you have in your 
life and I have in my life. He was 100 percent mystical, spiritual seeker. 
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Liz But a seeker continues to evolve, and Jim had done that. I read Jim’s newsletter 
every month, and I’ll write and say, “You did it again, you did it again.” The Jim 
that I knew in 1974 is not the Jim I know today, thank God. The people that 
walked in my office 15 years ago - and I have people I’ve had 15, 20 years - I’ll 
go back and say, “Remember when you did this and when you did that? Don’t tell 
me you’re not growing.” They’re incredibly competent to grow. You live in the 
present. You treasure the memory, but you integrate it. You don’t get stuck. John 
did not get stuck. 

Larry Because of your experience in going to the Holy Land and to Egypt, did he ever 
talk to you about Atlantis? 

Liz Yes. But most of what John shared that I remember was - that’s why I say mental 
- this was his information, not his feelings. He held that close to the chest. 

Larry Do you think he believed that, after the destruction of Atlantis, some of the 
wisdom went to Egypt, into the pyramids and things like that? 

Liz I think as he accumulated information, he believed what he accumulated. I don’t 
think he would be as specific as the Ken Killicks were, nor would Jim. I think 
that’s what I liked about Jim. I always say when people come to my classes they 
love what I say. They love the way I teach, and they say, “May I tape you?” I say, 
“Only if you promise to bum it in two years, because I will not be saying the same 
thing.” 

When I read—that’s why I wanted to read—I can’t find my own copy of the 
interview that Phil did with me. It’s in the house somewhere; my house is not in 
order yet because I’ve been out of it for four months, but I’m going through it 
right now with a friend, and I will find it. But I know that what I said then, I won’t 
say now, but it will become a part of my integrated life. 

PM Sure, absolutely. 

Larry Makes absolute sense. 

Liz I read all of Teresa of Avila’s writings when she wrote it. I’m now reading 

Caroline Myss’ writings as commentary to Teresa’s. Caroline says it differently 
than Teresa said it. Caroline says in her book, “We need to talk about the interior 
castle outside of the monastery.” I think that’s where the Monday night group is. 
We are outside of the monastery. We’re outside of the monastic setting we had 
every Monday night where we ended up at Chicken Charlie’s for supper. We’re 
outside of that monastery now. 

Larry Okay, did John ever talk about ULOs? 
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Liz Yes, he did. But again, informational. This is what he read. This is why he 

brought the crystal people and the dowsing people and the George Meeks people. 
He always brought—he exposed us to it. 

PM Did he expose you to the pyramid people who were interested in the pyramids, 
and the Hardys? 

Liz Yes, he did. He brought some of those studies and the fruit underneath the 

pyramids and all that. He was a searcher. That’s what he wanted the Institute to 
be. He wanted those psychic things to be taken just as seriously as historical 
things, because there are two dimensions going on here. 

I’m going to—now that I know. Let me tell you a story that happened to me last 
year and it’s my mystical experience. 

My sister Christine, who is 14 years younger than me, for whom I prayed for 
when I was in the eighth grade—my best friend and I went out to a convent that 
had 24-hour adoration and we made a novena. She wanted a sister and I wanted a 
brother. We came back, and within about two months my mother says to her 
mother, “I can’t believe it, I’m pregnant.” The next month her mother came and 
said, “What did you feed me? I’m pregnant, too.” So she had a brother and I had a 
sister, and that sister was the wife of one of the fundamental Bible people. She 
was the one, whenever I studied the Bible, she’d laugh, and she’d say, “Don’t go 
there. You know what happens when you go there. We’ve got too much we can 
talk about—drop that little one.” 

She had a coma. She had a stroke. Went into a coma and her husband didn’t know 
it because it happened at night. She was not breathing. By the time he noticed she 
wasn’t breathing, he called 911 and they took 45 minutes to get her oxygen going 
again. He called us all home; it was on Thanksgiving Day we got a call. 

“Christine is in a coma right now, and she’s got all this equipment, and would you 
all come home? She doesn’t want anything extraordinary done. We’re going to 
have the doctor decide if there’s any hope if we do bring her back from the coma.” 
We all gathered around her bed and her church, great faithful church, they were 
going to pray for the resurrection of Lazarus from the dead for her, because she 
was incredible. 

I stayed with them for about a week, and my two older sisters were in town, and 
I’m the only one this far away; they’re all within 15 minutes of the hospital. I 
said, “I’m going to go home.” I had got there by train. “I’m just going to go home, 
and I can get back there in three hours. Let me know what happens, but I’ve got 
clients on my list that are waiting. The church is here, you’re here, you don’t need 
me. I’ve told her that I love her and all that stuff.” 

So we did, and my brother did too. (I eventually had a brother.) This was on 
Thanksgiving that she had the stroke. On December 20 I had a dream, and it was 
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Christine in my dream. She knocked on my door in my dream, she said, “I’m here 
to visit with you.” I thought, “Oh my gosh, this is great. How long can you stay? 
Can you stay all night?” She said, “Oh yeah, that’s why I came. I can stay all 
night.” 


We started, and we talked half the night. But in my dream I said, “We better go to 
sleep. I’ll see you in the morning. We’ll finish the visit.” We went to bed in the 
dream. In the dream, I woke up and I got dressed, I said my prayers, and I came 
downstairs, if you can believe it. My mother doesn’t have stairs in the house, but I 
came downstairs and ended up in my mother’s living room. Vivid, lucid dream. 
She was sitting in Daddy’s chair, mother is, and Christine is on a footstool 
winding yarn. They both crocheted all the time. 

They looked up and I said, “Well you two, what do you want to do today?” They 
said, “Well, you’re probably. . .” my mother started. “You’re probably not done 
yet. Why don’t you go finish what you have to do, and we’ll just wait for you?” I 
said, “Oh, I’m all done. I said my prayers. I’m ready to go. You’re here. Let’s 
visit.” Christine said, “No, you’re not done. We’ll wait for you.” 

Then I woke up. It was 2:30 in the morning, and like I always do, I wrote down 
the dream. I can still see the color when I tell the story, and it was 2:30. That 
morning I woke up; my phone had a message from my sister Corrine. Christine 
died this morning at 2:30.1 knew, I knew she came to say goodbye. Now there’s 
another dimension in this world and dreams give it to us, visions give it to us. 

PM My mother had the same one, with a very similar one with her father dying. 

Liz My Christmas letter was about dreams. Biblical dreams and the consolation. I 

have not grieved for Christine. How can you grieve? I know where she is, and she 
said to her husband, “Don’t keep me. I know where I’m going, and I know I’m 
fine.” That’s one thing about fundamental Christians, if they’ve lived well. I can 
still see her in that dream. That’s the kind of thing that John trusted, truly trusted. 
Did she come to see me? A historian might say well, “What’s the evidence?” 
Because you have to... 

Larry Except that I’ve had that thing. 

PM It’s the subconscious. 

Larry I’m not doubting that at all, because it happened with my dad, only he told me 
that he was dying, and I got to hold his hand as he died. 

Liz When you wrote articles on your history, Larry, and I’ve read anything I can get 
my hands on. You’re a very good writer. 

Larry Thank you. 
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Liz I like the way you write, but you do what historians are supposed to do. John did 
what he needed to do, and John didn’t share those things with people with whom 
it wasn’t a reality, because it was too sacred and too close to him. 

Tom Yes, that makes it tricky these days. 

Liz Very tricky. I don’t share half the stuff with my sisters, and the only thing I can 
do with them is just use Biblical language. I can’t use psychic language. 

Tom How does that fit for you with past lives? Do you think you’ve had past lives? 
This vision of, they’re waiting for you—your parents and your sister. 

Liz You know what I’d say today? I believe in them, but I wouldn’t die for it. There 
are very few things I would die for, because I don’t know the difference between 
the two dimensions well enough, and I don’t know my interpretation well enough. 
That’s what makes me a good listener, because I wouldn’t die for half the stuff. 

Tom Not for the concept of it, but for me, in my experience, I’ve had experiences of— 
where people move on, where they come back = that’s been my experience. 
Whether my mother is already reborn, and I know where she is, and my father. 
My father, and my little cousin. I have experiences with them coming back. I 
wondered, for me. I’ve never had the notion where my parents are sitting up in 
heaven waiting for me to come up. They’re already back. 

Liz Yes, that’s where I’m at. 

Tom I can see them. My little cousin acted just like my dad, except he was happier. He 
had a better life this time. 

Larry Are we up there as we were on Earth, or are we healed? 

Liz I went to a psychic fair once, dressed in blue jeans and a sweat shirt in November 
or December, with a Silva Mind Control graduate. I’ve had my numbers chart 
read, I’ve head tarot cards read for me, I’ve had tea leaves read for me. They had 
all these little psychics in the booths, and I said, “I’ve never had anybody with a 
crystal ball. I think I’ll go to the crystal ball.” Again, I’m a searcher but I won’t 
die for half of it. This lady has a little crystal ball, and she looks at me and she 
said, “You’re a healer.” I said, “Yes, I am.” Then her eyes got huge and she said, 
“Oh my God, you’re a Catholic nun,” and I was in blue jeans and a sweatshirt at a 
psychic fair. Who does that? I thought, “Boy, that’s one way to believe what this 
woman is saying. Get a little evidence that way. 

I said, “Yes, I am.” She looked again, and she said, “Do you know you have two 
guides, two angels?” I said, “Yes, I know that.” I didn’t say this to her, my sister, 
Gail, died when she was four. She was handicapped, mentally and physically. 
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When I came home from school, I was the first one she’d reach up her hands to, 
so we were really, really close. Her middle name was Elizabeth. She (the psychic) 
said, “One is a woman and she’s probably about 40 years old,” and that’s how old 
Gail would have been at that time; I said, “That’s my sister, Gail.” 

She said, “The second one is a seven-foot-tall black Nubian,” which is a warrior. 
“You’ll never be in trouble. You’ll be protected.” I said, “Oh, I have been.” Then 
I said, “Ask him his name.” There was a long pause, and she said, “He told me to 
tell you to call him Black Star Sapphire.” I said, “Oh, good.” So I did. That 
Christmas—this was November—that Christmas I bought, with my Christmas 
money, a black star sapphire ring with a tiny diamond, which is my birthstone. 
Now, whether that’s who he is, whether he’s a black Nubian, whether I’m going 
to meet him in heaven when I get there, I have no idea. All I do is a look at that 
ring and I know I’m protected. It’s a metaphor for that experience. Historians like 
to have pictures and facts and witnesses, and that’s what you’re doing here with 
us. 


Larry Yes. 

Liz There’s a dimension where that doesn’t work, stated Biblically: “Eye has not seen, 
ear has not heard, nor will it even enter the heart of man that God has prepared for 
those who love him.” I believe that. I believe there’s a whole unfolding universe 
out there. I’m reading a book by a Sister Elaine Proulet, and she gave a 
conference that a friend of mine went to, and got all her stuff to me. She showed a 
picture of a telescope and a microscope, and she said, “That’s what these 
dimensions do. The telescope goes farther than we can ever imagine, but there 
was a time when it didn’t go that far; we are more sophisticated, more intelligent, 
more competent. It keeps going out further and further and further, and then gets 
smaller and smaller and smaller. Twenty centuries ago, people wouldn’t have 
seen what we see today. That’s why I don’t have an image. I was at a retreat once, 
and one of the people said, “Do you believe that Jesus is in heaven?” The person 
said, “Yes.” The other person said, “Well, if we really believed the distance from 
here to up there, he still wouldn’t have arrived yet,” and we all laughed. And 
that’s why you’re right. 

They’re right here. They’re right now in our presence. Do we see them? 
Occasionally. Do I need to know that? No, I don’t need to. How many visions do 
you need? Paul fell once, and it was enough to make him die and suffer right to 
the end. Do we have enough with one experience? How many times do we need 
to be knocked on the ground and see a light and hear a voice before we know that 
dimension exists? One’s enough for me. 

Tom The reason we’re doing this is, we’re doing all we can to ensure as best we can 
that that mystery stays as the legacy of John. And that’s very difficult, almost 
impossible. 
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Liz But it ’ s required. 

Tom Yes. 

Liz It’s required, and what you're doing here is exactly to change what you said in the 
beginning. You said to me, “You’re one of very, very few people.” What John 
wanted to do is to make that: one of very many people. Until we do that, we will 
have war every generation. 

Tom This Institute that he started is a microcosm of that, because it’s very difficult to 
keep alive, even there. 

Liz Oh, I know. I’ve been there. In fact, about three or four years ago I went to a 
conference. I sat there, and they knew I was part of this Monday night group. 
Everybody knows that I’m part of that Monday night group that was working at 
that time. I said, “This is the first time I’ve heard something done that is the dream 
John Fetzer had, and I’ve been here for a lot of things. John Fetzer’s dream is 
going to be dependent on people like us, who know his soul’s hunger, and that’s 
why I would say Yes to you, even in the midst of my saying No to almost 
anybody else. Because I’m too tired to do it, but it is his legacy and he cannot die. 

Larry But you know these dreams can erode. 

Liz I know. 

Larry That’s what we’ve got to watch. 

Liz My part is to do what I’m doing here right now, and your part is, too. As I know 
I’m preparing my spirit, God is very patient. God is very patient. I remember a 
friend of mine, who studies with me a lot of this stuff, we saw a comet, we saw a 
history of a comet that hit the universe seven billion years ago. Then the story of 
the comet was, that was the place where things came back to life in the first place, 
where human beings were known to be rationally able to make weapons and 
survive. 

It took seven billion years. That’s why Kellogg Forest burns, and then watches 
what happens when it comes back to life; how the little plants protect the bigger 
ones and then the big ones come through and the little ones die. That’s what we’re 
doing here, is knowing that the victory will be won. I have no doubt. If seven 
billion years ... I’d like it to be in my lifetime, but I’ll add my piece. You’re 
adding your piece. 

Larry Could I change the subject just a little? Did John ever talk about the Age of 
Archangel Michael? 

Liz The Aquarian Age? Yes, but again, it’s always going to be— 


© 2018 The John E. Fetzer Memorial Trust, Inc. 


37 



Larry It’s not going to be specific, yes. 

Liz He’s never specific. He read, he studied, he brought people together, he listened, 
he collected. I think that’s what I learned from his book on the Fetzer family. 
Even his nephews, he brought them here one at a time and they didn’t stay. He 
collected, and then whatever unfolded, he did the best that he could with what he 
had. 

Tom I have a follow up question about them. Were you ever in a session with the 
Monday night group with Jim there, or on the phone when Jim actually did a 
channeling for you guys? Mike called it a seance. Gergely was in one of them. 
Finally he said that at dinner last night. Mike called it a seance; but were you ever 
there? 

Liz I’m more inclined to use the Biblical words than the seance words; those are 

Michael’s words. Everything Jim does, everything he did, and he did all kinds of 
marvelous writings, I burned all mine. Did anybody give you some of Jim’s 
writings? I think he— 

Larry Is that what you have? 

Tom Writings and channelings that were transcribed. 

Liz We had notes. I mean, hundreds of thousands of pages of notes that were part of 
our— 

Larry Now why did you burn them? 

Tom From Jim, these were from Jim? 

Liz These were from Jim. 

Tom Were they letters that he wrote to you, or transcriptions? 

Liz No, they were transcriptions; it’s been 25 years. When the Institute was finalized, 
the recommendation was, the Institute will carry it on. 

Tom You guys were all given copies. 

Liz Oh yeah, we all had copies. 

Tom So what I have is Bruce’s copy, then. 

Liz Bruce probably didn’t burn his. You have the copies. 
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Larry Oh, you were instructed to burn them? 

Liz I don’t remember. I must have been, or I wouldn’t have done it because I save 
everything. 

Larry Doesn’t sound like you. 

Liz I save everything. My filing system is cluttered. 

Tom Now some of Jim’s channelings were from the Archangel Michael. 

Liz Yes. 

Tom How did you take that? 

Liz The way I take everything I read. I remember I had a high school teacher that 
said, “Read everything but chew it before you swallow it.” 

Larry That’s good advice. 

Liz Isn’t that great? 

PM That’s wonderful. 

Liz And I’ve done that. I remember when I studied at Wayne University, we had a 
forbidden list of books that Catholics weren’t supposed to read, in danger of 
losing their soul. I took the list and, to me, I was supposed to read them, Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover and all those kind of things. 

PM And you lived. 

Liz I took it to a priest and said, “I’ve got to get this credit for my masters.” He says, 
“Why don’t you read them and tell me what you think. Somebody’s got to check 
out these books.” I said, “Oh yes, I can do that.” I thought, “Oh, my gosh, but it’s 
all what I. . .” Lady Chatterley back then was hot stuff, and nobody would let you 
read it. Now what is written is just pornography. 

Larry Yes, and Lady Chatterley’s Lover, it’s a spiritual book. 

Liz It is, it really is a spirit journey. I taught a high school course for students that 
were honor students at the local Catholic high school, the priest— 

PM Oh, was this at Hacked? 

Liz No, this was at Gabriel Richard, down river. Father Dale Murphy was the 

principal, and he said, “These kids are so tired of doctrine and prayers, Elizabeth. 
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Would you create a course?” So I created a course called Christian Themes in 
Modern Writings and Drama. I had a textbook. Catholic textbook, called How to 
Read a Dirty Book. I taught a class on marriage for the kids. It was only honor 
students could come. 

Father Murphy was so good, just was so good. I would take them to movies like 
La Strada, and then bring them back to the convent basement and sit up all night 
and talk about what they were. I did that the same with the marriage course, and 
one time somebody said to me, “What are you teaching that for?” I said, “Because 
I’m not going to be here when you get married. I’m going to be gone somewhere 
else. You’re going to be 20, 25.1 want you to know now what you need to know 
then, and I won’t be around for you to ask. 

PM Oh Sister Elizabeth, good for you. 

Liz I’ve been invited to the 40th anniversary of that group last year, and now the 

second year students have invited me and I’m going. I wouldn’t miss that for the 
world, because these students are now 60 years old and they’re beautiful. They 
have become what we prayed in high school they would be. That’s what John 
wants. John wants people to become what he’s planted; he’s planted some healthy 
plants, but they’re all in different gardens. 

Tom This is a good nugget though, because we’ve never had anybody say regarding 
Jim Gordon and those channelings, we’ve never had anybody say to us that Jim 
went over those sessions with the Monday night group. People would deny that. 
They would say no, Jim was on the phone but we would just talk. 

Liz No, he would give us all those things. We would read them. I read them 

religiously. I’m not sure everybody read them the way I would read myself. 

Larry You read them before the Monday night meeting? 

Liz We would talk about them, yes. They were manuscripts given to us. 

Tom Nobody’s ever said that before. 

PM Manuscripts given to you that were— 

Liz Channeling from Jim. 

Tom You’d read them and you’d discuss them. 

Liz We’d discuss them. Those were the two things we used, was Jim’s stuff and a 
Course in Miracles stuff. 
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PM Had you ever worked with channelers before Jim and Ken Killick? Or anything 
like that? 

Liz Oh, I did in Silva. 

Larry And her crystal ball. 

Liz I went to Laredo every summer for a month, and I’ve been across to Mexico. I 

had a woman who could read a picture. I took a picture of one of my friends with 
me and she said, “Tell him he’ll never have financial problems.” She told me just 
from the picture who he was and how old he was and what he did. 

Larry Speaking of pictures, did you know that some of those illustrations of John’s 
ancestors came from spiritualists? 

Liz Yes. 

Larry You knew that? 

Liz Yes, I know that he had many sources from some of those things. Now if you are 
going to publish this in some way or other— 

Larry We’re just collecting information right now. 

PM No, no, it’s just for the archives. 

Liz I was reading, in fact, I was reading Jim - I’m probably fearless because I’m a 
little stupid. 

Larry That could work hand in hand. 

Liz It does, it does. I can’t even imagine why people are all upset about some of the 
things I say, and would report me to the Bishop. I can’t believe— 

Tom Here’s what’s liable to happen: There will be a biography of John written some 
day but not today. If you ask me it’ll be 20 years, Sister Elizabeth, before— 

Liz Yes, archivists. Our Sister wanted to do our history, and I had a Sister who was 
my secretary for ten years. She taught me in high school and then took over my 
library and stayed with me for ten years. She was here when all the early years 
started at Nazareth. She was here in the 20’s, and we came in 1989 so she died in 
’96,1 think. I was hearing all these stories, and then Sister Wanda, our historian, 
wrote the book. I loved the stories, but archivists are forbidden to write stories 
until the last person’s died in the story. 

Larry Oh, really? 
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Liz Because exactly what you’re saying, they’re not yet accepting. They have a 
different experience from their interpretation. 

Tom Which then begs the question ... But the reason we’re doing this because 20 years 
from now, then the story will be whatever those people 20 years from now want it 
to be. We want them to at least have the documentation, the interviews. Of course, 
we can’t stop them from doing whatever they will do. 

Liz No, because they have the power. 

Tom But it won’t be for want of all the documentation that we can gather. 

Larry We’re learning things from your interview that were never committed to text. 

Liz No, no, nor would we have done that. 

Tom That’s the other thing. You Monday night group people, particularly, were very 
protective of John and had the secrecy hammered into you that John— 

Liz That’s his own style. 

Tom Yes, exactly. That’s what I mean. It’s very difficult. The people that are hard to 
interview are the Monday night group folks, like Gergely, and Carolyn; they’re 
very hesitant to say things, because it’s just automatic: “We have to help keep 
John’s secrets.” 

Liz I don’t call them secrets so much as sacred. 

Tom Not that they’re bad, but just his privacy, his privacy. 

Liz It’s sacred. It’s really sacred stuff. When I read Jim Keating’s proposal again, I 

read it this week, I thought, “Oh, my God, I was in the middle of all that stuff. No 
wonder people are trying to shut me up.” 

Larry That was a good proposal, too. 

Liz It was excellent. 

Larry He asked for $25,000. 

Liz That proposal was in ’74. Then John came to me in probably ’80, or ’84, and 
asked if he could work through me to go back to Nazareth and see what they 
could do. Jack Hopkins was president of the college and I was still teaching there. 
I had him meet with Jack Hopkins and myself. There was one other person, I 
don’t know who it was, and we talked about it. I don’t have an agenda for things, 
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I really don’t. I said, “John, we’re going to start it. We’re going to do the best we 
can.” 

He didn’t get word, didn’t get word. I went to Sister Eugene, who’s on the college 
Board, and I said, “Did Jack Hopkins ever mention that Fetzer wanted to start 
something here at Nazareth?” His Institute he wanted under the umbrella of 
Nazareth. He loved Nazareth’s energy. He loved Nazareth’s commitment. He 
loved our community spirit. He loved it and he wanted his Institute under that 
umbrella. I said, “The two people that I know would be Sister Eugene and Jack 
Hopkins. I’m working with Jack. I know Eugene, a personal friend of mine, and I 
asked Eugene. She said he never. Jack Hopkins never presented it to the Board. 

Larry He killed it then. 

Liz I never found out why. Eugene said, “He did not present it, Elizabeth.” The Board 
never made that decision. Jack made that decision. I didn’t tell John that. I 
couldn’t tell John that. I said, “John, God is in charge of your Institute. Trust that. 
God will work through it; and if we’re part of it, I would love it, and if we’re not, 
Em just going to trust that it isn’t the way.” 

I’ve had to learn in my own life to trust that. The Silva course, which I knew I 
was to learn, I had no doubt about that. It was what created my resignation before 
I got fired and the Bishop forbade anybody to come to any of my classes. My 
business had to start outside of my classes. The Episcopal bishop knew me well, 
everybody knew my Biblical background. 

Larry Which one? 

Liz I started with—most permanently I worked with Bennison in the beginning and 

then he retired. Then they had a bishop in who had been accused of sexual abuse, 
and I did two or three retreats of healing for the priests, Episcopal priests, because 
I was one of the ones that did that kind of stuff in all kinds of churches. 

Larry Father Louis, wasn’t he involved in that? Was he the one that was accused, Father 
Louis? 

Liz I don’t keep those names in my head. 

Larry It’s not important anyway. 

Liz Then Bishop Edward Lee asked me to continue with him, because he found out 
that I wasn’t in the Diocese anymore; and Kalamazoo College’s Schmeikel 
needed to have emergency surgery. He went around trying to find a Biblical 
teacher, and every church said Elizabeth would do it. That gave me an in, a foot 
into the churches. Now I’m working for Bob Geppert and the Episcopal church 
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and not for my own. It’s probably healthier that way. They’re not responsible for 
what I say, and I’m not responsible for what they do with us. 

Tom It’s a little ironic though. You have to admit it’s a little ironic. 

Liz Those are the kinds of things that you end up doing, more for the legacy than for 
the ease of it, because if you do too much too fast, all of it’s killed. 

PM There was so much going on out here by the 80’s, too, with the college and 
Barbara Hall and everything else. 

Larry I think John liked to chew before he swallowed too, don’t you? 

Liz I do too. 

Tom He knew the odds were slim. The years I worked with him, he had three 

presidents at the Foundation. He knew that this was high risk, high reward, and so 
he made a lot of bets. He placed a lot of bets especially, a little earlier, and kind of 
waited to see what would come into motion. 

Liz That’s what he did with the radio and that’s what he did with television. 

Tom Exactly. 

Liz That’s what he did with the cable. His legacy was more important than the 

outcome of people’s opinions. But he was a wise and careful man, and the way I 
read it, because I live that way, is that some things are too sacred to make public; 
and when it’s time, they will be said. Teilhard de Chardin taught me that. Do you 
know him? He was—I love that man. 

PM Yes. 

Liz He was exiled from France, silenced by the church, disowned by his community. 
One priest was with him when he died, and everything was destroyed in the Jesuit 
community. But he kept all of his writings, and willed them to his secretary, over 
whom the church would have no control. Now the world is ready. 

Tom I’ll just say this: What this is doing is creating a much broader landscape, a much 
richer landscape, of John’s spiritual journey. This all at least creates a whole 
collage of documentation that will be much more difficult down the road to ... 

Liz Create their own reality when it doesn’t fit the truth. 
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